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it assure to any Indian cow an adequate
diet or veterinary care or a merciful
termination of life when that is due With
his undersized cattle, then, the ploughman
drives through the fields a crude light
plough which hardly does more than
scratch the land Emissaries of the
Government have tned to persuade inm of
the benefits of another type of plough, of
another type of cattle, but the instru-
ments and methods that have always been
good enough for the village are good
enough for him, and indeed such is the
fertility of the soil that he gets quite good
results in any year in which the monsoon
does not fail
This uncertainty of the monsoon makes
Indian agriculture in most parts of the
country too much of a gamble for a man
to put his utmost energy into it, and then
there is the sowkar, the moneylender, to
whom the ploughman, if a typical culti-
vator, has been heavily and indeed hope-
lessly indebted for years past What is the
good of producing a bumper crop to